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N E F A  I N  N U M B E R S

North of England Football 

was formed

Number of players going on to achieve contracts in professional and semi-professional football from NEFA

Number of games 
including in the game 

programme per season 

Number of football 

contact hours per week

Number of students 
who have attended 
NEFA’s programme 

Number of UEFA Licensed coaches on NEFA’s coaching staff

Number of countries 

players have come 

from to join NEFA’s 
programme 
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W E L C O M E  T O 
N E F A
The purpose of the North of England 
Football Academy (NEFA) is to provide 
the very best full-time football education 
programme for players to give them the very 
best opportunity to improve, develop and 
stay in the game we all love, for as long as 
possible. Since 2016 NEFA has developed 
and educated over 200 boys in their football 
education programme, bringing together full-
time football development alongside full-time 
education.

NEFA was founded in 2016 by the owner of 
award-winning education provider, LifeSkills, 
Spencer Fearn, and UK football industry 
professional, Ryan McKnight. Both have a 
vast amount of experience in club ownership, 
coaching, playing and management in 
professional and semi-professional football. 
NEFA is the sister company of one of the UK’s 
leading private learning providers, LifeSkills, 
who have educated over 20,000 students 
since its formation in 2002 and were rated 
‘Good’ in their most recent OfSted report.

NEFA operates against a mantra of 
#creatingfootballingfutures, where the 
opportunity for players, (whether playing or 
not), to remain in the game is fundamental to 
our existence.
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The International Degree Programme is in partnership with 
‘UK University of the Year 2020’, Sheffield Hallam, and is an 
opportunity for boys aged eighteen and above from outside the 
UK to combine doing an undergraduate degree in the UK alongside 
a professional full-time football development programme with 
NEFA. We are looking to work with players who are serious about 
their football development and see a future in the game for 
themselves, be that playing professionally, semi-professionally, 
coaching or being a practitioner in one of the many disciplines the 
game has to offer.

We have developed and evolved our programme over the past 
five years to become the leading private academy of its kind. 
Our technical and game coaching programme is supplemented 
by cutting edge focus on personal development and wrap around 
relevant football qualifications, all with some of the most famous 
names in world football. 

As you’ll read in this prospectus, life at NEFA and Sheffield Hallam 
will be an incredible personal experience. You’ll be supported by 
NEFA’s top class coaching staff, student team and, of course, 
teammates and colleagues. You’ll get to live like a professional 
footballer and face the challenges and excitement that all that 
brings. 

Your football development is not done. You can play better and for 
longer. We’ll help you get there. 

NEFA.
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T H E  P R O G R A M M E

Specialist outfield and 

goalkeeping sessions

Analysis (footage and 
GPS)

Strength and conditioning 
training

Develop game insight
and understanding

Nutritional advice

Links to professional and 

semi-professional clubs

Sports psychology

Development of the player
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T H E  N E F A  J O U R N E Y

16-18
BTEC

PROGRAMME

DOMESTIC
DEGREE

PROGRAMME

MASTERS
DEGREE

PROGRAMME

ENTER THE
FOOTBALL
INDUSTRY

WORKFORCE

INTERNATIONAL
DEGREE

PROGRAMME

When you join us at NEFA, we will work closely with you to 

discover your individual football ability. We will instill in you 

a core understanding of key elements of the football game 

and also help you to improve your game performance... 
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The above statistics were sourced from: statista.com | premierleague.com | 
deloitte.com | ec.europa.eu | wikipedia | jobs4football.com

Why work towards a future in Football?

A  L I F E  I N  S P O R T
( G D P,  J O B S ,  S E C T O R S )

Over
2,000,000
participants are in 
football annually 
across all ages

Over
100,000K
the amount of 
jobs supported 

in the UK Football 
industry 

800%
the percentage increase 
in taxes the government 
has received from the 

Premier League since the 
turn of the century.

Now £8bn annually

£22billion
the value of the

European football
industry 

2,000,000
the amount of 

people estimated 
to work in sport 
across the EU

12
the amount 
of leagues 

supporting full-
time professional 
football in the UK

30+
different job roles 

in UK Football

135+
Number of fully 

professional 
leagues globally 
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The fantastic Phoenix Sports Centre

The North of England Football Academy is 
based at the fantastic Phoenix Sports Centre 
on the border of Rotherham and Sheffield in 
South Yorkshire.

With 4 full sized pitches laid out across 2 fields, 
the Phoenix Sports Club has what is probably 
the most comprehensive array of pitches 
in the area, all of which are maintained to a 
standard that arguably means the site can 
boast some of the best playing conditions in 
the region. In addition, the main match pitch 
is a fenced off playing area designated for 
matches only and fits the criteria for all levels 
of youth, college and university football.

The site also has a gym, squash courts, 
restaurant, golf course, snooker/pool hall.

W H E R E  W E ’ R E
B A S E D

9
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T H E
F O O T B A L L  P R O G R A M M E
Who is this programme for?

If you’re a player that has ambitions of developing your game to its maximum and to play at the very best level you 
can, then you need to be in a full-time environment. You also need to be with professional coaches within a recognised 
coaching programme that delivers results. 

Our training and games programme is built around your academic study to give you the perfect balance and 
environment to maximise your development with us. The NEFA programme delivers the following:

• Full time coaching (train four times per week)
• Competitive games programme (play against other professional academies as well as in adult 1st team football)
• Individualised player development programme (with weekly and monthly reviews)
• Training Sessions and Games all recorded with team and individual player clips available
• Use of GPS data 
• Individualised Strength and Conditioning programme 
• Programme to develop your football industry and game knowledge 
• Professional team environment 

Johan Cruyff
Institute

F.A. Talent I.D. 
Level 1 

ASA Football Agent 
Level 1 

Growth
Mindset 

F.A. Coaching
Level 1

F.A. Coaching
Level 2

Bolt on courses delivered throughout the NEFA football programme:

We are also visited monthly by leading figures in the game who give guest appearances and share their experiences with the players.
10
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K E Y
P R I N C I P L E S
NEFA has a very clear purpose and our values of Commitment, Honesty and Respect set the scene perfectly about why and how we exist. 
Our six key principles below are what we do to bring those to life.

Our key principles:
 
• Raise the bar. Begin with the end in mind, have high expectations of everyone in the organization and keep your eye on the prize.
• Purposely create an environment in which the players feel out of their comfort zone, so they must constantly adapt (train on a bumpy field, 
field with long grass, sandy field etc.) Players must learn to deal with failure and discomfort to help them grow and expand their comfort zone.
• Stimulate creativity and solution-focused thinking. Players must make mistakes and learn by exploring what works and what doesn’t. Coaches 
ask questions for players to think about and answer. Coaches refrain from giving answers and solutions.
• Each player has the responsibility to describe what they want to learn. The coach’s task is to get to know the person and learn what 
motivates them.
• Players need to learn to live like a top-level athlete with a focus on proper training, nutrition and rest.
• A growth mindset. Create an environment where players and staff believe that, with the right effort, everything can be developed.

11
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N E F A  T E C H N O L O G Y
NEFA uses some of the most cutting edge and innovative tech solutions to help analyse player performance. All of this data is individualised 
and fed back into the players on a weekly basis providing an incredible resource for both the coaches and players to measure and 
understand progress.

The two main tools we use are the Veo video system and the PlayerTek GPS data tracking system

Veo is a portable solution that enables sports teams to record and analyse matches 
and training sessions without the need for a camera operator.

PlayerTek is designed to take NEFA’s player monitoring to the next level.

12
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H U D L
NEFA uses Hudl to provide individual game/training and self development clips/videos to players. This is a vital part of the development 
process.

13
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T H E
E D U C A T I O N
P R O G R A M M E
Our international degree programme is in partnership with Sheffield Hallam 
University (SHU).

University of the Year

With consistently high student satisfaction ratings, a maximum five star QS rating 
and just under 50 of our courses achieving satisfaction scores of over 90%, we have 
been named the Times and Sunday Times University of the Year 2020 for Teaching 
Quality. Through a combination of lectures, seminars, workshops and real-world 
placement projects, we’ll help you develop the skills and experience employers want.

14

We offer more than 600 courses in a diverse range of subject areas at undergraduate and 
postgraduate level.

For the most up-to-date course information visit shu.ac.uk/prospectus
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Visa and immigration advice

It may seem complicated at first, making sure you have the right paperwork and visas, but our specialist advisers will answer your questions 
and can even check your application before you submit it. The new government Graduate Visa for International Students will open even more 
doors for students looking to stay in the UK after graduation. The Graduate Immigration Route is due to be implemented in the summer of 
2021, meaning that any eligible student who graduates that summer will be able to apply. We’ll be ready to offer dedicated support and 
employability boosting advice for all those wishing to take advantage of this life-changing opportunity. 

When you arrive

We’ll be here to greet you and make sure you have all the information you need. There’s a full programme of orientation and social activities 
to get involved in too, helping you settle into life at Sheffield Hallam from the minute you arrive. Also if you are travelling from Manchester 
airport make sure you take advantage of our free pick-up service, it’s a great way to meet other students even before you get to campus. 
As well as three academic advisers helping you whilst you study, all international students are allocated a Culture Connect mentor. This is an 
existing Sheffield Hallam student who will support you to settle in, answer any questions about the University and the city and help you to 
create networks with your peers.

Supported all the way

As an international student our dedicated International Experience Team will support you both 
before and after you arrive. From help with visas and finding your way around, to making friends 
and settling in, you will have all the support you need. As you start your studies you’ll have help 
from your own personal team of three dedicated advisers, who’ll be there for you every step of 
the way.

With personal welfare advice through your student support adviser, study support from your 
academic adviser and career guidance from your employability adviser, they’ll look after you from 
your first day to your last day.
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A C C O M M O D A T I O N
Our accommodation team will support you with finding somewhere to live and we guarantee to find you 
accommodation for your first year.

Live at the centre of university life

From large and sociable to small and friendly – our halls come with all the support you need to make it a home from home, located in 
popular student areas near our campuses. Most are less than 10 minutes’ walk from your lectures, and you’re never more than 30 minutes 
away.

Affordable choice

We have 17 halls of residence to suit all budgets including shared, private and single gender options. Our clear pricing means that your rent 
includes bills, insurance and internet, so you know exactly what you’re spending, prices range from £85-£160 per week.

Security and support

When you move into halls you will join a community, with expert support staff dedicated to helping you with any issues and making sure 
you’re safe.

Find out more at shu.ac.uk/accommodation

16
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T E S T I M O N I A L S
Nathan Murr – NEFA graduate now a professional at Larne F.C in 
Northern Ireland. 

Nathan joined NEFA in 2018 after being released by Rotherham 
United and excelled in his two years at NEFA. 

Nathan said: “The last two years [with NEFA] have been really 
good. I’ve improved a lot and it has prepared me to kick on to the 
next level and the professional game. The coaching programme 
has been a massive support, great coaching and advice. If you 
trust the NEFA process, are open to learning and work hard, you’ll 
get to where you want to be.

18
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Name: Brad Mears
Graduated: May 2018
Frickley 1st Team debut: October 2018 

“I cannot believe how I have developed as a player - 
if you’re ready and open to improve, this is the place 
to do it – plus I’ve gained an excellent qualification”

Name: Lewis Szanto 
Graduated: May 2018
Frickley 1st Team debut: April 2018 

“I thought I understood football. I’m starting to now 
but only because of the last two years with the staff 
at NEFA”

NEFA Chief Executive, Ryan McKnight commented “These are the exact scenarios we are 
working so hard to create for players at NEFA. Nathan, Brad and Lewis all really benefited 
from the full-time development environment, they matched that with superb effort, an 
openness to learn and a determination to improve. All of these factors saw them come 
on in the two years they were with us and they were able to get back into the professional 
and semi-professional game”. 

19



www.nefa.co.uk

M E E T  T H E  T E A M
The team at NEFA have completed a variety of roles in football and have accumulated knowledge from different education settings in the UK 
and abroad. They have owned football clubs, held executive positions in the boardroom, coached within professional academies, managed in 
semi–professional football and delivered courses for the English Football Association as well as many other roles!

This vast knowledge and experience allows us to give students a 360-degree view of the football industry. With our extensive networks in the 
game, we can help facilitate progressions in the game we love. 

All of our coaching team are UEFA Licensed coaches and have or are working towards a Master’s Degree in a football specialism. On top of 
this, they were all educated by the World Football Academy, led by the World’s leading football education expert Raymond Verheijen. 

So, come and meet the team...

Ryan McKnight - Chief Executive 

After a professional football career in New Zealand. Ryan became the Editor-in-Chief of ‘Football Industry Group 
magazine FC Business’, where he had access to most club owners and executives across Europe, which allowed him 
to develop knowledge in best practice in football.

His next appointment was as Chief Executive of Stockport County, where he became the youngest Chief Executive 
of a professional football club in the country at 30 years of age.

Other consultancy roles in football have led Ryan to work for the team he supports (Wolverhampton Wanderers)
as well as Port Vale. He is a guest lecturer on football business degree programmes across the UK and has made many appearances on 
national radio and television discussing all matters of football business.

As well as his role of CEO at NEFA he co-leads on the Football Transfer Forum conference, a gathering of Sporting Directors, Agents and other 
football professionals, and is currently working on a project with UEFA on football fandom.

He graduated from the University of Central England with a degree in Business, and holds the League Managers’ Association Certificate in 
Football and Administration.

20
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Spencer Fearn - Director and Coach

The experiences and knowledge that Spencer possesses across a number of sectors is vast. He owns leading 
education company, Life Skills, and has spent many years working in the education sector. He owns business in 
consultancy and property and has spent some of his career in the music, boxing and rugby union sectors.

At 31 years of age, he became the youngest owner of a football club in Britain when he bought Scottish team East 
Stirlingshire FC. Following on from this he spent 16 months at Stockport County as Vice Chairman. 

His coaching pathway has seen him manage over 200 games in semi–professional football and he is currently in his
fourth season at Championship Club Sheffield Wednesday, where he is the Under 15 and 16 Coach.

Other work in the industry has included being a guest speaker on podcasts, working for football investors on acquisitions and delivering 
education courses for coaches on behalf of the English Football Association. 

Spencer’s qualifications are many; he is a Johan Cruyff Master of Coaching, Master in Sports Management and has Level 7 qualifications 
in Strategic Management and Management.  He is currently working towards the UEFA A Licence and not one, but two Master’s Degrees in 
Football Performance and Coaching and the MSc Sporting Director.

Ben Nicholson - Coach

Ben has coached in professional football for 7 years, with the academies at Sheffield United, Chesterfield and 
Sheffield Wednesday. He has multi-discipline expertise in coaching, teaching, strength and conditioning and 
performance analysis, bringing a holistic approach to player development. 

Ben has also led the analysis department at a semi–professional club developing individual feedback platforms and 
analysis for the management team. 

Ben holds the UEFA A Licence, has a BA in Physical Education and Sports coaching and a Master’s Degree in
Strength and Conditioning. He is currently working towards the UEFA Advanced Youth Award. 

21
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Ashley Vickers - Coach

Ash has great experience having worked in two professional academies at Barnsley and Huddersfield Town as well 
as having National Championship success with Huddersfield New College. In addition, he was the Head of Football 
at Huddersfield University for 3 years and coached within the English Schools Football Association with the England 
Under-15 School Girls. 

After a playing career at semi–professional level, he is now the Assistant Manager of Northern Premier League side 
Pontefract, where he combines this role with NEFA.

He is currently working towards the UEFA A Licence and Master’s Degree in Football Performance and Coaching.

Liam Fitzgerald - Coach

Liam is an UEFA B Licence Coach who also works at the Sheffield Wednesday Academy. His coaching career to 
date has seen him work in Ireland with Cork City as well as youth development roles in England. He has also led 
courses for the highly acclaimed Jan Coerver clinics. 

Liam has a BA (hons) in Football Coaching and Management, is a Coerver Youth Diploma holder and has recently 
completed a Master’s Degree in Football Coaching and Analysis. 

Nick Short - Sports Therapist

Nick plays a big role at NEFA in terms of injury prevention and rehabilitation. Alongside his role at NEFA he works for 
Premier League club Leeds United within their Academy as a Sports Therapist.

He is also a qualified coach and works within schools, providing high quality sports and exercise interventions whilst 
promoting fitness for mental and physical well-being.

Nick has a BSC in Sports Therapy and Exercise (2:1), a BTEC Diploma in Sports Science and has the Level 4 in 
Trauma Medical Management. 

22
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Nick Bailey - Head of Education 

Nick is the Managing Director of partner company, Life Skills, and has worked in education for 17 years. He is the 
lead for quality improvement within the company and is responsible for ensuring that the curriculum for each 
student is individual, challenging and achievable.

Nick is also the company Safeguarding lead. Students have Personal Development Plans for their programmes and 
these are monitored by Nick and his team.

23
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H O W  N E F A  M O D E R A T E S 
I T S  C O A C H I N G
P R O G R A M M E
The quality of provision into our players is NEFA’s top priority.

 We go above and beyond to make sure our sure programme is properly 
moderated from an education and football perspective. This is how we do 
it:

1. We benchmark all our processes, periodisation, coaching programme 
and games programme against the very best in the world. Our inspiration 
comes from the Belgian FA to the All Blacks.

2. We work with independent ex-lead OfSted (the UK’s governmental 
office for standards in education) inspectors. They assess how our 
coaching supports and enhances the educational arm of NEFA players 
and how we can upskill and layer learning on both sides.

3. We also engage with elite Coach development advisors from UK Sport 
(the UK’s high-performance governing body) who critique our coaches 
from a football and leadership perspective.

4. Constant CPD (Continued Professional Development) from some of the 
leading programmes and practitioners across the globe.

We are constantly raising our bar and operate a growth mindset to our 
performance all with the aim of giving the better possible outcome and 
experience to our players.

#creatingfootballingfutures
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F E E S  &  V I S A ’ S

25

NEFA’s Football Fees

£5000 per annum

Programme runs from early August 2021 until the end of May 2022

Includes:
• All coaching provision
• All game related costs
• All training and playing equipment
• All game related travel 
• All guest speakers and extra-curricular activity 
• Airport pickup and drop off

What the NEFA cost does NOT include:
• Academic study (see table)
• Accommodation (see page 16)
• Flights
• Food and Leisure spend

Visa’s

All students entering the UK from 1st January 2021 will require a VISA. 
The dedicated Visa team at Sheffield Hallam University will aid you with 
this process. More information can be found below:

shu.ac.uk/international/international-experience-team/pre-arrival-
and-visa-information/get-visa-and-immigration-advice

*Tuition fees for international students on undergraduate and 

postgraduate (taught and research) courses will not be subject to an 

annual increase with inflation so you will pay the same annual fee for 

each year of your course where the course has a duration of two years 

or more. Note, this fixed fee applies to tuition fees but excludes bench 

fees (paid by some MPhil /PhD students).

International (non-EU) tuition fees payable to Sheffield Hallam University

Tuition fees are for the duration of the course unless otherwise stated.

Study level/method Fees for 2020-21

Pre-sessional English for 
Academic Purposes

£1,550 for 5 weeks, £2,900 for 
10 weeks or £4,350 for 15 weeks

International Foundation 
Programme

£10,250 for two terms or 
£12,310 for three terms

Undergraduate £13,650* (per year)

Placement year £1,200

Pre-masters See university course website

Postgraduate taught £13,900-£15,500* for the course

MBA £15,965* for the course
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So you like what you’ve seen so far and want to get on board? Follow the steps below and come and join us for your journey into the professional football world...

Contact Ryan:

Email: ryan@nefa.co.uk

WhatsApp: +44 7743 061 264 to book a time

N E X T  S T E P S

STEP
1

STEP
2

STEP
3

STEP
4

STEP
5

Information
Gathering

Contact
Ryan

(See below)

Apply for 
course 

Pre-arrival 
football 

evaluation 
and planning 

Aug 2021 Start 
your NEFA and 
Degree / SHU 

experience 
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www.nefa.co.uk

NORTH OF ENGLAND FOOTBALL ACADEMY
Enterprise House

Bridge Street
Rotherham, England

S60 1QJ

Email: ryan@nefa.co.uk
Phone: 07743 061 264

@NEFAcademy

Nefa_academy

NEFA Academy

The North of England 
Football Academy 


